Mallory body-like structures in the lung.
Mallory body-like structures (MBLs), which resemble Mallory body (MB) in the liver, were observed in lungs of 4 cases showing interstitial pneumonitis. MBLs were found in the cytoplasm of especially swollen alveolar epithelial cells. MBLs and MBs had almost similar characteristics morphologically and tinctorially under the light microscopy. MBLs were composed of intermediate type fine fibrils which were positive for anti-keratin antibody. These findings suggested that MBLs were a kind of pathological keratinization of alveolar epithelial cells. Although the origin of MBL containing cells could not be clarified, they were closely related to type 2 alveolar epithelial cells.